teresting and original review article on Alcoholics Anonymous.
If this standard is maintained, the new Journal should indeed be a welcome addition to the scene. It is, however, much to be hoped that a scientific journal will not be used to support any party line. GRIFFITH My first reaction, on reading the first few chapters of this book, was that this was yet another American death book, full of psychobabble and journalistic cuttings from every other American death book. But because I had been asked to review it I read on, and was greatly rewarded. It is worth reading patiently, past the ham philosophy with which modern psychology shackles thought, and past the rather emotional style of writing which occasionally leaves out stages in a process of reasoning, leaping to conclusions which leave the reader nonplussed.
The author is saddled with the psychologist's idea that man is limited, and is handicapped by this from letting his obvious wisdom shine out. At one stage he says, 'we are our bodies. We cannot separate our bodies from our self' and elsewhere he refers to a 'belief that the personality or soul survives death', as if the two were the same. Later he refers to 'nation' as an 'extension of ourselves'. Such unstable notions of the 'self' mar an otherwise splendid work.
Robert Neale invites us to contemplate our own attitudes to death in a novel and challenging way. If you have not yet realized that in order to truly help patients who are facing crises, you need to understand your own reactions, then this book is a very readable opening to this fascinating field of experience. RICHARD Both sections follow a similar pattern, after a general introduction, one finds an account of the clinical picture, laboratory diagnosis and epidemiology.
The most recent data on smallpox refer to the situation in 1974 and statements such as, 'India represents one of the main endemic focuses of smallpox' have been overtaken by events, making any further accounts of the disease an anticlimax. A description of the WHO eradication campaign would have been very welcome.
The section on cholera is factual and satisfactory, though one wonders whether the laboratory diagnosis of cholera deserves sixty pages. On the whole, it is uncertain if the practical usefulness of this book will justify the work of translation. To anyone who contemplates the ever-increasing cost of our National Sickness Benefit Service it is refreshing to learn of the preventive and profitmaking medical activity of life insurance, which not only meets the need of insurance during working life and provides an appropriate sum at retirement but contributes so much to investment and the nation's wealth.
Dr Brackenridge describes the development of medical insurance over the last 250 years in this most readable book, the most authoritative volume since that by Ungerleider & Gubner, which was published in 1958 and is now out ofprint. But he does more, for the book is a reliable manual of practical guidance based on long personal experience. Full statistical tables illustrate, but do not intrude on, the lucid argument of the main theme.
Medical insurance advances, albeit slowly, and future developments are indicated by the paramedical examinations already widely employed in the USA and Canada. Paramedical units are usually staffed by registered nurses and trained technicians under the supervision of a physician. Methods are standardized for recording medical history, height, weight and other measurements of body build, blood pressure, urinalysis, ECG, phonocardiogram and blood biochemical profile. The data is therefore more reliable and it is an advantage to applicants that appointments may usually be obtained without delay. Comparisons with non-medical and medically examined business will no doubt follow. Dr Brackenridge's book meets a longstanding need and at a cost of £15 is likely to become a standard work of reference.
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